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LASTING

IMPRESSION

With the help of Tracery Interiors, a young Birmingham
family built a lake house on a foundation of fun. Elegant
design and sustainable building practices make this a
getaway that's sure to grow even better with age.

Texi by CATHY STILL JOHMNSON Phatography by JEAN ALLSOPP
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Paige Sumblin Schnell (seated) and Anna Kay Porch of
Tracery Interiors relax in the living room of the Lake Martin
heme that took four years to complete, Based in Birmingham
and Rosemary Beach, Florida, the design boutique offers
everything from individual pieces to complete architectural
and interior projects.




THE RIDGE AT LAKE MARTIN IS
KNOWN FOR ITS GRAND HOMES

AND VAST LAKEFRONT VISTAS. ITS
ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIORS ARI
ON PAR WITH THE FINEST RESIDENCES
IN THE CITY. THERE'S NO ROUGHING
I'T HERE—]JUST PURE INDULGENCE.

When Paige Sumblin Schnell of Tracery Interiors was called in
to a project in the enclave, she drove up from Rosemary Beach,

Florida o find a framed house with no roof on a spectacular

point, Paige stepped in and signed on for whar would

become a four-year project that would creatively combine her
architecrural and interior design talents. Cultivating a lake-
meets-French-countryside aesthetic, Paige and her assistant,
Anna Kay Porch, worked with builder John Lanier to craft

a retrear thar conveyed all the owner’s requests: comfort,
relaxation, a place for family—and white, definitely whire. “It
was the easiest paint schedule ever,” says Paige of the decision
to swath the plank wood interiors in Benjamin Moores china
white. Whar could have easily come across as a big whire box
is smartly tempered by the infusion of architectural texture:
reclaimed wood beams culled from barns and warehouses

in Maine, Vermont, and Virginia. Shutters, painted a warm
gray, also break the wension, and a wall of windows filter in
vast water views. “There’s not a bit of sheetrock in the entire
house,” says Paige. The reclaimed wood, hand cur on site by
John, creates a striking framework for the clean interiors thar
are part moedern furnishings, part sophisticated antiques. “Our
goal throughour the interiors and architecrure was to strike a
balance between the rustic and the fine,” Paige says.

Though the home does showcase lodge-like notions such as
natural stone columns and wood, it also imparts a European
romance, "At one time, the owners considered a stacked stone
fireplace,” Paige says. “It would have changed the whole vibe.”
Instead of the expected stone chimney, Paige and Anna Kay
designed a fireplace that would anchor the massive room with
a perfectly proportioned architectural statement. For softness,

linen drapﬂi:; frame windows. Seggmss and antique rugs The homeowner asked for a casual kitchan that opened to
By the maln living area of the house. Though the room appears
offer subtle pattern and texture underfoot. Furnishings— minimalist, there is plonty of storage in the adjscent pantry.
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house belongs to a young family. They wanted things to be marble from Triton Stone. mzum fridge and

fresh, fun, and durable,” Paige says. Durable comes in faux Wolf rings. Sy "“
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o his house is hard to describe. When it was on the Lake Martin tour

of homes, visitors tried to pin it to a particular designer or architect.

Whenever they asked, Anna Kay and I just smiled and answered, ‘No. We
did it.” Half the time I don’t think they believed us.”

—Designer Paige Sumblin Schnell

ABOVE: Industrial elements |

such as the aluminum fans
balance sweot sonsibilities
including pink damask
draperies and soft linens

in this master bedroom,
OPPOSITE: Chandaliers
from Village Firefly
Mluminate the hallway.
Though they aren’t perfect
matches, the fixtures

are perfactly suited to

the collected feal of the
houss. Another atairwell
showcases photos of family
fusry o thes lake. The custom
dining table is five feot wide.
"The owner wanted to make
sure it was big enough to
seat everyone,” says Paige.
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leather covered bongo stools and dining seat upholstery. The floor, antique oak, with its

layers of paint and stain could snub any skareboard. And furniture such as the metal chairs

in the casual dining area certainly don't object to wet wipes. As sturdy and hardworking as

it appears, its girly inHuence is widely apparent wo. “The owner wanted feminine touches
throughour,” Paige says. There's a floral prine here, a pintuck there, and swooping Aourishes
everywhere. Chandeliers exhibit graceful curves and the staircase (look closely!) rolls like
incoming ripples on the lake, There are even hints of pink and cyelet in a few of the bedrooms.
Orther bits of glamour come in mercury glass lamps, a floor mirror, and a erystal chandelier in
the master suire,

Paige and Anna Kay finished the house down to the last piece of artwork and yummy-
thread count sheets. “The family uses this getaway for holidays and weckends away. They
aren’t big travelers. This is their retrear so they wanted it to be as comfortable and user-friendly
as possible,” says Paige who often drives in to deck the home with additional accessories for
parties and special events. Already filled with laughter and memories of good times, this home
is sure 1o become an heirloom for future generations.
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“We love to use antiques in a home. It is a great way to give a piece new life and
add a sense of age to a new home. Plus, it is good for the environment.”

—Designer Paige Sumblin Schnell
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What's Green About it?

* Reclaimed materials include salvaged
barn beams, the dining table and

- breakiast table made from antique oak,
*= white oak floor, and antigue furmishings

"y : and light fixtures.
S5y - Eco-friendly uphoistery from Lee

e Industries boasts soy-hased cushions,

organic fabric, and FSC and SFI
certified wood frames. NOTE: Two of
the major certification organizations for
sustainable lorestry in North America
arg the Forest Stewardship Council
[FSC) and the Sustalnable Forestry
Initiative (SFI).

+ The designers chose organic materials
and natural fibers such as 100% jute
rugs, all-cotion bedding, and linen
window freatmenis.

* Local vendors, cralispeople, and
suppliers cul down on gas and travel
expenses.,

* Low-VOC paint (Benjamin Moore, China

While) ensures healthy alr guality.

eeded divider, Paige and Anna
ividing the space, the dosianer
gaarin 5]
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