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PERSPECTIVES /44

An Impassioned Voice
Founder of Hands Across the Sand Speaks

BRICKS & MORTAR
High Design

Form Fn-Huws Function in Seaside, Florida

THE AHT OF: LIFE

Emntmns on Canvas
Meet Artist Nancy Swan Drew
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Sumblin Schnell embraces work. play, family and communi

v with P.I\'\i(lﬂ and a ;u'r-n||.|| Hair "'|:l;|||5|,|-_{f'- it was onlv six

years ago that Paige moved to South Walton with her hus-
band, Mark. and danghrer, Mallory, in thar short time her career has thrived

.iIII1 Ili.'! CIVIC CONIRDIEIONS arc far '|(.Il,||||'.L:

|.||l\.l'|'|l|l!_' |||l imn 1'r:.- '\-|||.||| BT ;:-!. ‘.]PP. .-"||.'.
bama, just noreh of the Florida state line, Paige
spent just about as much time along che Guli
(1] :"Iji."\.l\".' % '\.;I".' I.IEI.i ir'. III.'I IIIHIII.'rII'«\'II. -I\;'II IIIH
break and summer vacations were always ac
the beach recalls E’.lil:l.'. *It was so close we
would even coame down for a |,|.|:.." Paige .|hl.'.|:\. %

tha

ght she would end up along the warer one

day, but she couldn’e predicr how it would hap-

frCin, OF II'I".' IMEEresnng \JL’[I"IV.T'\- .||nr|'r: [|1l.' WY
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H‘i'rll 'l'ailE'l an il-:'."ati\. \:Ii,'.ll\. .I.I'.l,:. |'|||i1|.'.rL'd,| |l'¢
a mother who loves antiques and collectibles,
Paige =et her sights on design school ar Auburn
University, from which she graduated in 1998,
An internship in Hirmingham and a siv-year
stint with ASD in Adanea '|l.|:-rLu1:._'. with cor
porate, legal and hospitaliey elients around che

country provided Maige diverse experience, but

esigner and founding partner of Tracery Interiors, Paige

"| enjoy working
projects bec
0 know my clients.”

gettin

s
ing tub anchors the master bath in this renovated Rosemary Beach house
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she |-.l:'|3_'|t'-.i for 3 more personal .«'1}'-.-n.u;."'| o design. "1 enjov working on
L L L

i | . 'y r . '
Pesldeninll projpects because 1 love Brrting to know my LII:.'.'I‘.'\-, savs [fai

“At the end of a I b | Feel like 1 am part of their I'.||||||:..'

By 20014, IMaige and Mark were looking for a way ro justify leaving the rar

race of Atlanca for life at the beach |Jl|,|r|||:_;.| “re
search” weekend in Seaside, they learned char the
Birmingham architecture firm of Dungan Ne
querte had recently opened a Florida ofhee. By
chance, Paige had worked with Louis Nequetre
and _||.'If ]Tllll!_'.lll. dur NG AN |||I-:':|."n.:".|]1 with Caar
C \...i.i.i.L'I.i

risan Barrete Group. On a Monday, Pai

her tormer colleagues to ask abour their plans,
I-'.'n.'.l.||.||.'.;.,'. __|r|f' waid it was ‘kismet” because they
had juse been mlking about me, bue chey didn't

Lnu'.l.' W i‘||.'|.'|.' | WS Wor I\II'I:._" il ::.- iy b0 Feach me s

And, ve

aming is everyhing, By Friday thar
Cand had

set the wheels in motion to join Tracery, cheir

week, |::'.|i'£_'||.' had met with Louis and Je

interiors studie and design shop in Rosemary
Beach, Mark had recently lefe a large |_'-|.||1|1||||_:

firm to create Schnell Urban De

n, so noching
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calls, “We were excited but scared 1o death.”



In Paipe's own Scagrove home, nautical i._'!.l'\.'\- pendants hang between the ralters, acce nraring ehe volume of the peabed ceiling '

Phota by Michael Granhermy

From the
indepe il ation. Withour missing a bear,
first joint project was the Rosemary Beach Privare Residence ¢
IrI.I!'IE:. from the finishes to the forks” s
|1..|.| (18] JJ'H'H]'JL‘I.' Ib‘.IHLI mer \[1. Ve

case in a small town, one pood ‘hmir'.!-'l”i'-

Bradley ar the PRC presentation and was soon designing a warerfront home

fosr Steve and his wile, Laori, in Wi ound Beach.

Working all along 30A from Alys Beach o Rosemary Beach, from Whater-

Color to The Retrear, F’.’li;.',l.‘ creates timeless and evocarive interiors thar re-

lect the personal desires and demands of the client, while also reflec ting the
ilities of the various communities. *1 love to mix dean-lined furniture

with vintage and antique furnishings” explains

Paige. “The |1'|L']d|n;._; af stvles and materials in-

stills a home with }n_'rm:'nrs.].li:}- and ¢

Mindful of the realities of life, P ige also serives

Ia Ccreare '-\'1'gn'll||||rt|; and n'.|| spaces, as 1|]'|]|-:_|

o heavily orated room

fabrics to keep it casual and comfy, while add-

ing an accent of luxury wich a touch of silk that

warks at the beach or a lake house” says Paige.

Drrawing on her Alabama connections, Paige has

L{ hr..ﬂ'l'lf'- .|.I‘||‘|1E J.‘ll.l.'

Marrin and Smith Lake, as well as grand perma:

nent residences in Birmingham and Mountain

Broalk

ige has also worked on a range of reno
1 k

projects thar pose their own ser of chal-

MMER 201

‘| love to mix clean-lined
fumiture with vintage ana
antique furmishings.”

E"-“.l:'c"' “You are forced to deal with issues Yo would never confront lt.::'lm

igning a home from seracch.' she explains,

1 Cinnamon

as the loc when we first mer o discuss the projece.”
recalls Paige. By chance, her hushand Mark’s firm, Schnell Urban De-
sign, had ereated che Cinnamon Shore rown plan, bur no one ac §

ern Living realized the connecrion when they pur cther ch
"-’"‘[ﬂr e ||!:\1 I. I|.1'I'I._' '|'\'4Frl':| :-l.||'|t||L-: on .'II: ['|.

oct, r":ilpr.' adds,

Paige’s Seagrove home reflects her ereative fade fuor mixing old and new,

Fhoto by Michael Granberry




Designing homes and towns is anly one of their
successful collaborarions. Mark and Paige imme.
diarely embraced the varied cultural onganizations
and artistie offerings of South Walwon. For in-
stance, they cofounded the Culrural Arts Associa-
tion’s fiess (and ineredibly successful) 30A Song.
witers Festival with Jennifer Sceele Saunders, The
couple is also active with the Secaside Repertory
Thearre, architectural walking tours in Seaside, and
South Walton's Diesigner Showhouse for the Arts,
open to the public May 29 through July 4.

Mindful of new marketing tools and the power
of social media networking, Paige creared Trac-
ery’s first blog last year. “We waneed 4 consistent
yet ever-changing outler to discuss our work and
reflect our creativicy,” explains Paige. “It's in-
credibly popular wich supporters from Belgium
and England and all over the US. Our readers
seek aut our shop when they come to the beach
and, even if it's their first time visiting us, it's
like we already know cach other™ One of the
blog’s carly followers recently turned into a real
client, hiring Paige to redecorare her home in
Lake Martin, Alabama.

Paige relishes the oppottunity to travel farther
afield for commissions, bue she also knows chat
good design starts at home, When Paige and
Mark heard thar che historic Poine Washington
Methodist Church was selling its parsonage to
make way for a new fellowship hall, ir gor them
thinking about their plans to build a new home
from seracch. “We wanted 1o be environmentally
respansible, and renovating an existing structure
is one of the most efficient ways to recyelel ex-
plains Paige. They boughe the parsonage and
maved it to a 120-by-150-foor corner wooded
lot in Seagrove. "It was a seraight shot, due south
along County Road 395 with only one major
ingersection,’ she adds. “Moving a house is a lot
more common than one mighe think.”

The renovated home rerains the original rom
layous, bur Paige and Mark scripped away the
eight-foor ceiling in the living/dining room 1o
expose the strucrural trusses, providing volume
and character. With a welcoming screened-in
front parch and a bocce court in the backyard,
the house provides a great seering for excended
family gatherings or all manner of casual dinner
partics with fricnds, Most of all, it’s the perfect
full-time house for a family who obviously loves
living at the beach. @



